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/  exhort  therefore^  that  Jirji  of  all fupplicatio?7St 
prayers^  ijiterceffions^  and  giving  of  thanks^ 
he  made  for  all  men :  for  kings ^  a?^d  for  all 
that  are  in  authority^  that  we  7uay  lead  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefs  ami 
honefly, 

R  O  M  the  words  of  the  text,  as  well 
as  from  divers  other  palTages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  appears  the  great  care  the  chri- 
fllan  religion  has  taken  to  promote 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  communities. 
And  there  is  a  remarkable  harmony  in 
the  precepts  of  the  gofpel  to  thispur- 
pofe,  fome  of  them  pointing  out  to 
us  thofe  paffions  and  affe(ftions,  which  are  commonly  the 
occafions  of  diforders  and  diflurbances,  and  cautioninsj 
us  againfl  them  j  others  again  direding  us  to  that  frame 
and  difpofition  of  mind,  and  thofe  pradices,  which 
have  a  natural  tendency  to  make  communities  happy. 

I  fhall  begin  with  taking  notice  of  feme  of  the  re- 
ftraints,  which  our  religion  has  laid  upon  us  to  this  end. 
And  becaufe  fo  much  mifchief  has  been  cau^'d  in  the 
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world  by  anger  and  refentment,  I  fhall  in  the  firft  place" 
obferve,  what  reftraint  our  religion  has  laid  upon  us  with 
regard  to  that  paffion.    This  is  fo  very  ftridt,  that  fome 
places  of  fcripturefeem  at  firft  fight  not  to  admit  of  it  at 
all.     In  one  place  St.  Paul,  fpeaking  to  the  Colofians  of 
the  change  which  he  fuppofes  the  gofpel  had  made  in 
them    Now    fays  he,  you  aljb  put  off  all  thefe,  amet- 
'wrath,  malice,  and  fo  on,  Col.  iii.  8.     In  another  place 
he  advifes  the  Ephejians  in  this  manner.  Let  allbittemefs 
and  wrath,  and  anger,  be  put  away  fro7n  you,  Eph  iv  -2/ 
By  which  expreffions  the  leafl  that  can  be  meant  is,  that 
they  were  not  to  allow  themfelves  in  that  kind  of  'anger 
which  IS  attended  with  malice  and  bitternefs.      From' 
which  paffages,  and  feveral  others  to  the  fame  purpofe 
we  plainly  fee,  how  averfe  the  religion  we  profefs  is  to 
our  indulging  or  gratifying  this  paffion.    We  are  difcou- 
rag'd  from  it,  as  much  as  is  poffible,  and  becaufe  it  is  fo 
hard  to  avoid  exceffes,  areadvis'd  rather  to  keep  ourfelves 
from  it,  than  to  venture  ourfelves  with  a  paffion,  which 
is  fo  difficult  to  be  controul'd  and   kept   within  due 
bounds.     It  is  St.  James's  advice,  James  i.  19.  Let  every 
man  be  Jlow  to  wrath,  and  he  affigns  this  reafon  for  it ; 
For  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  fiot  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
1.  e.  does  not  the  things  which  God  approves.     And  in- 
deed  how  is  it  likely  that  it  ffiould,  fince  the  wrath  of 
man  prompts  him  to  many  things  which  cannot  but  be 
difpleafing  to  God?    There  is  great  reafon,   why  we 
ihould  be  jealous  how  we  admit  a  paffion,  that  fubjeds 
men  to  hating  one  another,  which  can  never  be  pleafing 
to  that  lawgiver,  who  has  made  love  the  fulfilling  of  his 
law.     Again,  if  we  confider  it  as  tempting  to  revenge 
we  know  that  all  defires  of  that  kind  muft  be  diflik'd 
by  him,  who  has  made  it  the  condition  of  his  forgiving 
us,  that  we  forgive  one  another.     But  moft  highly  di^ 
pleafing  to  God  muft  that  degree  of  anger  be,  which 
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hurries  men  to  endeavour  the  ruin  and  deftrudlion  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  are  offended.  Of  this  fort  was  the 
unreafonable  wrath,  which  Saul  had  conceiv'd  againft 
Davidy  when  nothing  could  fatisfy  him,  but  the  death 
of  an  innocent  perfon,  who  had  never  done  him  any 
hurt,  but  on  the  contrary  had  been  very  ferviceable  to 
him  and  his  people.  And  fuch  was  the  rage  of  Haman 
againft  Mordecai^  and  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews^ 
when  nothing  would  content  him,  but  a  general  flaugh- 
ter  of  that  people.  And  it  was  not  owing  to  any  mer- 
cy or  goodnefs  in  them,  but  to  the  interpolition  of  God's 
providence,  that,  in  neither  of  the  cafes  I  have  menti- 
on'd,  their  deligns  were  effe(5led.  But  the  melancholy 
occafion  of  this  day  fhows  us,  to  what  degrees  of  wick- 
ednefs  men  fpirited  up  by  wrath  and  refentment  are 
fometimes  permitted  to  go.  Had  the  authors  of  the  tra- 
gedy of  this  day  been  ftopp'd  in  their  career  of  fury  and 
malice,  or  had  the  bent  and  purpofe  of  their  rage  been, 
lefs  cruel  than  it  was,  the  unparallel'd  wickednefs  of  a 
few  had  not  left  fo  great  a  flain  and  infamy  not  only  up- 
on this  country  in  particular,  but  upon  the  whole  pro- 
teftant  name.  That  it  was  a  national  adt  cannot  with 
any  truth  be  afferted.  The  wifdom  of  the  nation,  with 
great  juflice,  has  pafs'd  that  cenfure  on  this  horrid  mur- 
der, which  a  crime  of  fo  uncommon  blacknefs  deferv'd. 
And  if  jacob  had  good  reafon  for  his  abhorrence  of  the 
fadt  of  Simeon  and  Levi^  whofe  crime  it  was,  that 
in  their  anger  they  had  been  guilty  of  the  murder 
of  a  private  perfon,  how  much  greater  reafon,  have 
all  men  to  abhor  and  deteft  the  fa(5l  of  this  day,  when  ic 
is  confider'd,  with  what  aggravation  it  was  attended, 
and  that  the  perfon  flain  was  not  only  one  to  whom  his 
murderers  could  not  offer  any  fuch  violence,  without 
breaking  through  the  greatefl  reftraints  they  were  under 
from  laws  both  divine  and  human,  but  one  whom  they 
I  were 
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were  oblig'd  to  love,  and  honour,  and  reverence,  and 
not  to  fufFer  the  leafl  hurt  to  fall  upon  him  from  others. 
Thus  tender  of  him  ought  they  to  have  been,  and  had 
this  been  their  carriage  towards  him,  they  had  done 
what  was  reafonable,  and  natural,  and  well  becoming 
their  relation  to  him.  But  v>'hen  one  confiders  the  pro- 
digious lengths,  to  which  they  fuffer'd  their  rage  to  car- 
ry them,  and  the  wicked  refolutlon  they  came  to  at  lafl 
of  deftroying  him,  which  they  fcrupl'd  not  to  do  open- 
ly, and  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  and  under  a  pretence  of 
doing  juftice  to  their  country  (  when  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  guilty  of  the  greateft  infolence  that  ever  was 
ofter'd  to  a  free  people)  it  is  not  eafy  to  account  for 
this,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  they  did  it  ob  magnitudinem  infa- 
mice,  and  to  convince  all  mankind,  how  far  they  had 
p-ot  beyond  all  the  ordinary  meafures  of  wickednefs, 
and  all  manner  of  reftraint  from  a  fenfe  of  fhame.  A 
«>reat  inftance  this  of  the  fatal  and  pernicious  efFed:s  of 
xh^  wrath  of  man,  and  which  plainly  demonftrates,  how 
far  it  is  from  the  righteoufnefs  of  God. 

But  1  proceed  to  another  reftraint  which  our  religion 
has  laid  upon  us,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the  loije  of 
the  i^wrld;  and  this  takes  in  the  love  of  every  thing,  that 
is  ant  to  kindle  and  cherifli  in  mens  minds  avarice  and 
ambition,  or  that  adminifters  fuel  for  them.  St.  Jamei 
obierv'd  to  his  brethren,  what  the  true  original  was  of  the 
iDan  and  fightings  that  were  amongft  them,  Co?ne  they 
not  hence,  fays  he,  even  of  your  lujis  ^  James  iv.  i.  And 
fo  it  will  ever  be,  that  when  men  allow  themfelves  in  the 
immoderate  defires  of  the  honours,  and  riches,  and  plea- 
fures  of  this  life,  it  will  be  leK3  to  be  wonder'd  at,  if 
they  diflike  their  condition,  and  in  order  to  obtaining 
greater  degrees  of  wealth  and  affluence,  are  but  too 
ready  to  go  into  fuch  meafures,  as  they  would  other- 
wife  have  thought  it  right  to  avoid. 

Another 
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Another  rellraint  of  the  gofpel  of  great  ufe  to  fociety 
is,  the  check  it  puts  upon  felf-love.  Againft  this  the 
fcripture  has  not  only  caution'd  us,  but  it  has  rank'd 
lovers  of  their  ciin  fches  with  thofe,  who  ba''ce  a  form  of 
godlijtej's^  but  have  nothing  of  its  pcii-cr.  And  nothing 
furely  can  happen  more  mifchievous  to  communities  of 
men,  and  from  which  greater  evils  may  be  apprehended, 
than  when  any  will  fuffer  themfelves  to  feparate  their 
private  interefl  from  that  of  the  publick,  and  can  think 
it  right  to  purfue  the  former  to  the  prejudice  of  the  lat- 
ter. 

And  when  men  are  once  become  fo  much  mailers  of 
themfelves,  that  they  will  never  be  unduly  influenc'd'by 
anger  or  refcntment,  when  they  do  not  feel  in  themfelves 
thofe  inordinate  defires  which  are  commonly  the  caufes 
of  contention  and  ftrife,  when  they  have  nothing  of  that 
felf-love  which  is  apt  to  interfere  with  the  good  of  foci- 
ety, they  are  arriv'd  to  a  confiderable  degree  in  the  fecial 
virtues,  and  are  that  fort  of  perfons,  which  all  commu- 
nities mud  ever  defire  may  abound  amongfi:  them. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  religion  of  the  gofpel  exprefsly  re- 
quires, that  men  fliould  be  content^  and  hu??jble^  and  pa- 
tient, that  xhtyfudy  to  be  quiet,  that  xhty  follo^iV  after  the 
things  that  make  for  peace,  and,  which  mull:  ftrongly  in- 
cline and  difpofe  them  to  all  this,  that  they  love  one  ano- 
ther. 

But  in  nothing  does  it  more  appear,  how  well  our  reli- 
gion is  adaptad  to  promote  the  quiet  and  happinefs  of  fo- 
ciety, than  in  the  concern  it  exprelTes  for  civil  govern- 
ment. 

Our  Saviour  himfelf  was  a  great  inftance  of  fubmifTion 
to  it.  He  was  at  the  expence  of  a  miracle  to  enable  him- 
felf to  pay  the  tribute  that  was  demanded  of  him.  His 
anfwer  to  thofe  who  enquir'd  of  him  concerning  the  law- 
fulnefs  of  paving  tribute  was,  that  they  ought  to  render 
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to  Cajar  the  thmgs  that  were  Ccejhr's.  He  acknowledg'd 
the  power  of  Filate  to  be  from  God.  But  upon  no 
occaiion  does  he  make  a  plainer  declaration  of  the  neceflity 
of  fubmitting  to  publick  authority,  than  when  the  ?nulti- 
tiide  came  from  the  chief  priejis  and  elders  of  the  people  ta 
feize  him  in  order  to  putting  him  to  death.  In  that  cri- 
tical conjundure,  St.  Peter ^  who  faw  what  their  wicked 
purpofes  were,  and  that  they  meant  to  deflroy  him,  out 
of  his  zeal  for  his  mafler's  fervice,  drew  his  fword,  afid 
firuck  afervant  of  the  high-priejl^  and  J  mote  off  his  ear,  and 
without  doubt  was  ready  to  do  every  thing  farther  in  de- 
fence of  fo  good  a  mafter.  But  what  was  it,  that  cur 
Lord  faid  to  him  on  that  occafion  ?  Put  up  thy  jword  in- 
to his  place.  Far  from  approving  his  miftaken  zeal,  he 
condemns  it,  and  would  not  fuffer  him  to  proceed,  and 
withal  gives  him  a  rcafon  of  the  greateft  weight  againft  it, 
by  telling  him,  that  all  that  take  the  fword,  fhall  periflj  by 
the  fword,  i.  e.  that  legal  authority  would  fupport  itfelf 
againft  all  oppofers,  and  had  a  right  to  do  fo. 

Agreeable  to  this  dodrine  of  our  Saviour  was  the  con- 
flant  tenor  of  that  of  his  apoftles.  Amongft  the  new 
converts,  fome  of  them^  who  came  over  from  fudaifm^ 
and  ever  had  a  diflike  to  the  Roma?i  governors,  might, 
it  is  likely,  retain  fomething  of  their  old  prejudice  againft 
all  governors  whatfoever,  who  were  Grangers,  and  not  of 
their  own  nation  j  and  this  might  render  them  lefs  ready 
to  pay  that  obedience  to  thofe  who  were  fer  over  them, 
than  it  was  their  duty  to  pay.  In  an  affair  of  fo  great  im- 
portance, the  apoftles  feem  to  have  taken  much  pains  in 
order  to  fetthem  right.  And  therefore  we  find  them  fre- 
quently exhorting  the  chriflians  of  thofe  times  to  he  fub- 
jedi  to  the  higher  powers,  tofubmit  themf elves  to  every  ordi- 
nance of  man,  to  befubjeB  to  principalities  and  power s^  to 
render  to  all  their  dues,  tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  due,  fear 
to.  whom  fear,  honour  to  whom  honour,  and  to  all  this  they 
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oblige  chriflians  not  only  for  wrath^  but  alfo  for  confcie?ice 
fake. 

And  here  in  the  text  men  are  directed  by  the  apoftle  to 
a  duty,  which  in  the  lirft  place  is  very  fit  in  itfelf  to  be 
perform'd,  as  it  is  a  proper  acknowledgment  of  the  high 
Ibvereignty  of  God  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earthy 
and  which  befides  manifellly  inclines  men  both  to  be 
quiet  themfelves  under  government,  and  to  promote  qui- 
etnefs  in  others.  He  exhorts  tbatfuppUcatioJis^  prasers^  in- 
ter ceffions^  and  gi--ci7igof  thanh  be  made  for  all  men^  and  in 
particularyor  kings^  and  for  all  that  are  in  authority^  that 
lb  communities  may  be  undifturb'd,  and  everyone  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  life  in  peace  and  tranquillity.  Inward 
peace  and  fatisfadionof  mind  men  may  expect  from  a  fl:ri<5t 
adherence  to  the  duties  of  religion,  but  there  is  likewife 
great  happinefs  in  outward  peace,  in  living  in  quiet  times, 
and  in  being  undiflurb'd  in  that  very  religion,  which  is 
the  natural  lource  of  fo  much  joy,  and  this  can  never  be 
compafs'd,  unlefs  men  are  protected  from  thofe  violen- 
ces and  injuries,  which  it  is  the  great  end  and  intent  of 
government  to  keep  off.  Therefore  the  apoftle  exhorts 
them  to  pray  for  kings^  and  all  that  are  in  authority  ^  that 
they  may  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  li^ces^  in  all  godlinefs  and 
honefty.  In  which  words  of  the  apoftle  /tc'O  things  are 
■obfervable, 

I/?,  The  end  of  government,  that  men  may  lead  quiet 
and  peaceable  lives,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty, 

lldly.  The  duty  of  fubje(fts  to  pray  for  their  governors. 

I.  As  to  the  end  of  government;  governors  are  defcrib'd 

in  fome  places  of  fcripture,  as  judging,  or  doing  juftice  and 

judgment,   i  Kings  x.  9.  Jer.  xxii.  15.  in  other  places  as 

minijlers  of  God  for  our  good,  as  terrors  to  evil  ii;orks,  as 

revengers  to  execute  vir-ath  upon  them  thut  do  evil^  Rom.xiii. 
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3, 4.    And  confidering  how  many  intolerable  violences  the 
paiiions  of  men  would  put  them  upon,  unlefs  there  were 
a  reflraint  of  this  kind,  that  might  ferve  both  as  a  curb  to 
the  unreafonable  and  unjuft,  and  as  a  protedion  to  others 
againil  them,  there  could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  living  in  fo- 
ciety,  nor  could  communities  of  men  fublift.     The  beft 
laws  imaginable,  and  contriv'd  with  the  greateft  wifdom, 
had  been  but  a  very  imperfed:  provifion  for  publick  peace 
and  tranquillity,  if  in  every  community  there  were  not 
thofe,  whofe  particular  bufmefs  and  office  it  was  to  give 
them  life,  and  to  fee  that  they  have  their  due  effe(ft.     It 
is  not  to  be  fuppos'd,  but  that  in  the  numbers  of  particu- 
lar perfons,  of  which  fociety  confifts,  there  will  be  fome, 
who  will  not  be  hindred  merely  by  the  influences  of  rea- 
fon  and  confcience  from  doing  to  others  great  and  intolc- 
lerable  injuries  for  their  own  profit  and  advantage,  and 
ihould  fuch  perfons  be  under  no  more  reftraint  from  with- 
out, than  they  are  from  their  own  minds,  no  one  could 
be  fecure  either  as  to  life  or  property.     The  larger  mens 
polTelTions  were,  they  would  be  but  the  ftronger  invitati- 
ons to  rapin  and  plunder,  and  the  owners  by  their  means 
be  only  expos'd  to  greater  injuries  than  others.     This  had 
been  too  great  an  inconvenience  for  any  to  live  under,  and 
no  fociety  could  ever  have  lafted,  in  which  fome  effedlual 
remedy  had  not  been  provided  againfl:  it.     This  remedy  in 
every  country  is  the  government  of  that  country,  and  is 
as  neceflary  for  the  welfare  of  fociety,  as  fociety  itfelf  is 
for  that  of  individuals.     And,  fuitably  to  the  excellent 
nature  of  it,  we  find  it  diftinguifh'd  in  fcripture  with  the 
name  of  the  crdi nance  of  Gcd^  as  being  a  thing  not  only 
agreeable  to  his  will,  but  what  he  expecfts  all  due  defe- 
rence fliould  be  paid  to,  and  difobedience  to  which  he  has 
himfelf  remarkably  punifh'd,  as  in  the  cafe  oi  Corah  and 
his  company.     God  made  man  for  fociety,  and  therefore 
he  intended  he  (hould  live  under  government.     If  we 
-2  confulr 
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confulc  our  natures,  nothing  is  more  plain  than  this.  God 
has  implanted  in  us  ftrong  defires  of  fociety,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  it  is  one  of  the  greatefl  pleafures  of  life.  He 
has  fo  order'd  it,  that  we  greatly  ftand  in  need  one  of  an- 
other. All  thefe  things  confider'd,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  government  has  God  for  its  author,  that  he  is 
pleas'd  when  the  great  ends  of  government  are  anfvver'd, 
and  difpleas'd  with  the  contrary.  In  every  government, 
be  the  form  of  it  what  it  will,  be  the  power  lodg'd  in 
one  perfon  or  more,  the  end  of  it  is  ftill  the  fame,  the 
adminiflration  of  juftice,  the  protection  of  the  innocent, 
and  the  punifhment  of  evil  doers.  That  this  Ihould  take 
place  is  the  intereft  of  every  man,  who  lives  under  it. 
No  man  would  chufe,  that,  either  as  to  his  perfon  or 
property,  he  fhould  be  fubjedt  to  violence  or  oppreffion. 
Every  one  in  his  turn  is  glad  to  reap  the  benefit  of  good 
laws,  and  would  be  forry  not  to  be  under  the  (hield  of 
that  authority,  which  is  to  carry  them  into  execution.  It 
is  but  natural  for  every  man  to  defire  to  fit  undifturb'd  un- 
der  his  own  'vine,  and  under  bis  own  Jig-tree,  And  from 
this  manifeft  intereft  of  all  men  does  the  apoftle  argue, 
when  he  exhorts  them  to  pray  for  governors,  namely,  that 
under  them  tbey  may  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives,  in  all 
godlinefs  and  honejiy.  I  come  now  to  the  other  thing  I  ob- 
ferv'd  in  the  text,  and  that  is 

II.  The  duty  of  fubjecfts  to  pray  for  their  governors. 
And  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  implied  in  government, 
than  what  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  that  judgment  and 
juftice  be  equally  and  duly  adminiftred,  that  were  reafoii 
enough  why  fubjedls  ftiould  defne  that  their  governors 
might  have  the  divine  ailiftance  therein.  But  when  we 
confider  the  large  compafs  and  extent  of  the  bulinefs  of 
government,  and  the  great  variety  of  things  of  a  publick 
nature  which  are  to  be  order'd  by  princes,  and  in  the 
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good  or  ill  ordering  of  which  the  publick  is  fo  much  con- 
cern'd,  whether  it  be  in  relation  to  the  care  of  things  here 
at  home,  or  of  fuch  matters  abroad,  in  which  their  fub- 
jeds  cannot  but  apprehend  themfelves  to  be  interefled,  it 
muft  be  own'd  that  the  ftation  of  princes  has  great  diffi- 
culties attending  it,  and  it  cannot  but  be  thought  highly 
feafonable,  that  perfons,  who  have  fo  great  an  interelt  in 
the  fuccefs  of  the  meafures  of  thofe  who  govern  them  as 
fubjeds  have,  fliould  be  interceflbrs  to  God  for  them.  If 
their  bufmefs  be  of  fo  arduous  and  momentous  a  nature, 
and  which  requires  more  than  ordinary  affiftances,  what 
help  is  fo  proper  to  be  defir'd  for  them,  as  that  of  infinite 
wifdom  to  dired  them  ?  And  how  great  reafons  have  fub- 
jeds  to  be  petitioners  in  their  behalf? 

Of  this  the  primitive  chriflians  had  a  due  fenfe,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  accounts,  which  the  earlieft  writers  give  us 
of  them.  They  did  not  facrifice  to  their  emperors  as 
Gods,  becaufe  they  could  confider  them  no  otherwife  than 
as  men  j  and  tho'  they  were  to  be  honour'd,  yet  this  thev 
knew  was  a  very  improper  way  of  honouring  them.  But 
they  did  that  which  was  of  greater  fervice  to  them,  they 
offer'd  the  chriflian  facrifice  of  prayers  and  interceffions 
in  their  behalf,  and  were  fuitors  with  him,  on  whom  the 
profperity  of  princes  and  ftates  depends,  that  he  would^ 
fend  down  his  bleffings  on  them.  The  prayers  of  the 
chriftians  attended  them  in  their  wars,  when  they  fought 
with  their  enemies  in  the  field  j  and  the  fame  prayers  were 
offer'd,  that  their  government  might  be  happy  and  fuc- 
cefsful  at  home. 

This  regard  did  the  firfl  chriflians  pay  even  to  heathen 
governors,  and  are  not  chriftian  ones  entitl'd  at  leaft  to 
an  equal  regard  from  their  fubjeds  ?  When  we  confider 
our  own  confi:itution  in  particular,  in  which  the  intereft' 
of  the  prince  is  fo  much  interwoven  with  that  of  the- 
people,  can  we  think  it  right  either  to  omit  the  duty  dii* 
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reded  in  the  text  oi praying  for  princes,  or  to  be  without 
that  affedion  for  them,  that  concern  for  their  honour  and 
dignity,  and  that  hearty  defire  of  the  good  fuccefs  of  their 
government,  that  the  offering  up  of  prayers  in  their  be- 
half ever  fu  ppofes  ? 

Hadfuch  a  difpofition  as  this  prevail'd  more  in  thofe 
times  which  brought  on  the  horrid  fadl  of  this  day,  many 
of  the  fatal  fteps  that  led  to  it  had  never  been  taken  j  the 
character  of  the  king  had  not  been  treated  with  fo  little 
refpedl  j  the  many  calumnies  and  libels  againft  him  had 
never  been  fpread  with  fo  much  induftry  to  poifon  the 
minds  of  his  people,  and  to  give  them  ill  impreifions  con- 
cerning him  ;  nor  had  they  been  receiv'd  with  fo  much 
readinefs  as  they  were ;  things  had  taken  a  different  turn, 
more  favourable  to  the  true  interefls  both  of  the  king  and 
his  people,  and  had  not  ended  as  they  did,  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  conflitution,  as  well  as  the  deflrudtion  of  the 
king  ;  inftead  of  this,  when  grievances  had  been  com- 
plain'd  of  and  reprefented,  and  that  particular  redrefs  of 
them  that  was  delir'd  had  been  obtain'd,  all  the  uneafinefs 
caus'd  by  them  had  ceas'd  of  courfe,  and  the  king's  mani- 
fefl  willingnefs  to  make  the  minds  of  his  fubjeds  eafy  had 
had  its  due  effed  in  defervedly  endearing  him  to  them. 
Had  nothing  been  in  view  but  the  publick  good,  and  the 
fecurity  of  the  rights  of  the  fubjed,  and  had  no  defires 
but  of  that  kind  entred  into  the  meafures  of  thofe  days, 
it  could  not  but  be  feen  by  what  had  been  granted,  thac 
enough  had  been  done  to  remove  all  their  fears  and  ap- 
prehenfions  real  or  imaginary.  But  if,  in  any  who  had 
the  management  of  thofe  tranfadions,  other  paflions 
(which  were  not  to  be  nam'd  nor  own'd)  were  to  be  gra- 
tified, fuch  as  a  rooted  hatred  of  the  perfan  of  the  king, 
and  a  reftlefs  defire  to  change  the  government  of  their 
country,  it  could  be  no  wonder  to  find  them  ading  as 
they  did,  nor  to  fee  things  brought  to  that  pafs  at  laft^ 
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'^d"endo°"';  ^^^'^  ^^'^  king's  cafe  was  become  the  fame  with  that  oiHor- 
hiiaJiudefl  deonim^  in  the  hiftorian,  all  that  be  gam  d  by  his  co?iceJJtons, 
^^nlmut  a-  'was  only  their  infi/ling  with  greater  fiercenefs  upon  fuch 
rrins  expo-  flvii^s,  as  thex  ivell  knew  he  would  refiife  them, 
icitbant  ne-      From  thefe  things  it  was  but  too  plain,  that  there  were 
K/^H/^.   fome  in  thofe  days,  who  were  rather  averfe  to  a  reconci- 
/.4..  f.  19.  iJa^JQn  than  defirous  of  it.     In  the  mean  time  how  great 
was  their  unbappinefs,  who,  without  meaning  either  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  king,  or  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution, 
had  any  ways  contributed  to  make  perfons  of  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition  fo  powerful?    It  was  now  too  late  to  examine  the 
fair  pretences  of  artful  and  defigning  men,  and  whether, 
they  went  upon  the  good  motives  they  profefs'd  or  no. 
If  it  appear'd  in  the  end,  that  the  power,  which  they 
had  help'd  them  to,   was  us'd  to  ferve  private  ends,  and 
to  gratify  private  refentments,  they  had  great  reafon  to 
be  forry  for  having  lodg'd  it  in  fuch  hands. 

What  I  (hall  obferve  of  the  temper  of  too  many  of 
thofe  times  is,  how  very  far  it  was,  from  that  commen- 
dable difpofition  in  fubjedts,  that  love  of  peace,  that 
hearty  delire  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  and  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  their  fellow-fubjeds,  which  the  exhortation  in 
the  text  fuppofes. 

Agreeable  to  what  the  apoftle  exhorts  in  the  text  con- 
cerning praying  for  all  wen  andy^r  princes  is  that  direiftion 
of  God  to  the  ^ews  in  the  book  of  "Jeremy,  where  they 
are  commanded  tofeek  the  peace  of  the  city,  to  which  they 
had  been  carried  away  captives,  and  to  pray  unto  the  Lord  for 
it,  Jer.  xxix.  7.  And  the  reafon,  with  which  God  enforces 
this  command,  is  the  fame  with  that  in  the  text,  For  in 
the  peace  thereof  ye  J): all  have  peace.  Their  condition  at 
Babylon  was  no  better  than  that  of  captives  and  exiles, 
yet,  by  their  prefent  fituation,  they  were  in  fome  refpe(fts 
one  and  the  fame  people  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
and  as  fuch  could  not  but  participate  of  all  the  good  or 
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evil  that  befel  them.  Were  plagues,  or  famines,  or  in- 
teftine  divifions  to  make  that  city  unhappy,  the  Jews 
who  were  amongfl  them  mull:  have  born  their  fhare  in 
thofe  miferies.  And  on  the  other  fide,  in  the  profperity 
of  that  city,  in  the  healthfulnefs  of  their  feafons,  in  their 
plenty  and  abundance,  in  the  calm  and  quiet  of  their 
government,  the  jfews,  as  ftation'd  amongft  them,  mufl 
have  found  their  account,  and  therefore  were  they  io  frav 
for  the  peace  of  that  city. 

And  here  it  is  obvious  to  obferve,  that  all  the  happinefs, 
which  the  return  of  their  prayers  could  bring  down  up- 
on them,  was  only  the  happinefs  of  poor  captives,  and 
fuch  as  a  people  was  capable  of,  who  had  been  forc'd 
from  their  native  country,  and  liv'd  at  that  time  in  an 
abjed:  flate  of  dependance  on  their  conquerors. 

But  what  is  this  to  the  incomparably  greater  intereft 
which  a  free  people,  like  ourfelves,  have  in  the  publick 
peace  and  tranquillity  ?  What  great  bleffings  in  our  cafe 
are  depending  upon  it?  And  how  inexcufable  fhould  we 
be,  (hould  we  not  be  foUicitous,  not  only  by  our  prayers, 
but  by  all  other  poffible  means,  to  engage  God's  pro- 
vidence in  our  favour  ? 

The  confufions  which  this  day  brings  to  mind  muft  be 
a  convincing  argument  to  us  of  the  inftability  of  all  hu- 
man affairs.  We  fee  plainly  that  a  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumflances  once  happen'd,  when  our  own  excellent  form 
of  government  was  not  able  to  fupport  itfelf.  And  this 
(hould  naturally  lead  us  to  feek  that  fecurity  from  God's 
protection  of  us  and  care  over  us,  which  can  be  had  from 
nothing  elfe. 

We  were  at  that  time  very  fafe  from  every  foreign  ene- 
my, when  God,  for  our  fins,  left  us  to  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  our  unnatural  heats  and  animofities  at  home. 
'Through  the  wrath  of  God,  to  ufe  the  exprefTion  of  the 
prophet,  was  the  land  darkned,  and  the  people  was  as  the 
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fuel  of  thejire.  So  univerfal  was  the  havock  which  the 
fpirit  of  difcord  had  made,  that  its  contagion  had  reach'd 
all  places.  Neither  the  court,  nor  the  country,  nor  the 
fenate,  nor  the  church  was  free  from  the  effedls  of  it. 
And  when  every  thing  was  fo  difpos'd,  as  it  was,  for  a 
civil  war,  it  was  but  too  likely,  that  it  fhould  break  out 
at  laft  in  the  manner  it  did,  and  that  the  miferies  that  at-^ 
tended  it  fhould  enfue.  God  had  doubtlefs  been  greatly 
difpleas'd  with  the  fins  of  both  parties,  and  therefore 
were  all  the  means,  that  had  been  us'd  to  prevent  this  (o 
great  a  calamity,  without  fuccefs.  To  this  it  was  owing 
that,  in  thofe  days  of  contention,  neither  the  wifdom  of 
the  wife,  nor  the  laudable  endeavours  of  the  good  men 
of  that  age  could  fooner  put  an  end  to  thofe  diftradions. 
Had  the  grievances,  which  had  occafion'd  the  heart-burn- 
ings of  thofe  times,  been  continued,  had  thofe  who  were 
made  uneafy  by  them  had  no  opportunity  of  reprefenting 
them,  or,  upon  a  reprefentation,  had  no  redrefsenfued  j 
it  had  not  been  fo  hard  to  affign  the  caufe,  why  the  fpirit 
of  difcord  rag'd  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  in  fo  high  a  degree. 
For  it  mufl  be  own'd  that  in  the  beginning  of  thofe  times 
the  neceffities,  in  which  the  king  found  himfelf,  had  occa- 
fion'd fome  extraordinary  Heps  to  be  taken,  and  had  no 
attention  been  paid  to  the  complaints  of  thofe  who  were 
interefted  in  the  confequences  of  them,  the  continuance 
of  their  uneafmefs  had  not  been  a  thing  to  be  wonder'd  at. 
But  fince  the  reverfe  of  this  was  true,  and  fo  many  things 
had  been  confented  to,  in  order  to  remove  all  the  appre- 
henfions,  that  the  mofl  jealous  perfons  could  have  of  the 
regal  power  j  fmce,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  uneafy,  the 
king  had  divefted  himfelf  of  fome  of  the  choiceft  flowers 
of  his  crown,  and  had  in  a  manner  unking'd  himfelf  to 
convince  all  mankind  of  the  fmcere  difpofition  he  had  to 
peace  ;  when  we  reflect,  that,  after  all  this,  things  fhould 
not  be  nearer  to  a  reconciliation  than  they  were  before, 
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what  can  we  fay  to  account  for  this,  but  that  when  means 
fo  likely  to  obtain  publick  peace  mifcarried,  it  was  a  fign 
that  providence  was  determine!  to  punifh  a  guilty  peo- 
ple, and  that,  for  that  reafon,  the  things,  that  belong  d  to 
their  peace,  'were  hid  from  their  eyesf  For  this  caufe  it  was, 
that  God  permitted  an  handful  of  men  to  deftroy  their 
legal  fovereign,  and  with  him  the  ancient  government  of 
their  country,  and  for  divers  years  together  to  carry  on  an 
unnatural  war  againft  the  fucceiTor  to  the  crown. 

This  muft  be  a  very  affeding  inftance  to  (liow  us,  how 
much  the  quiet  and  happinefs  of  kingdoms  depends  upon 
God  ;  fo  that  we  may  truly  fay  of  nations  with  Elihii,  in 
the  book  of  job.  When  he  giveth  quietnefs,  who  then  can 
make  trouble  ^  and  when  he  hideth  his  face,  who  then  can 
behold  him  ^  Job  xxxiv.  29. 

And  now  fhould  not  this  confideration  make  us  very 
careful  how  we  incur  his  difpleafure  ?  No  one  can  tell 
how  long  God  will  bear  with  any  people,  nor  to  what 
degree  of  guilt  he  will  fuffer  them  to  go,  before  he  pro- 
ceeds to  punifli  them.  This  is  one  of  the  hidden  things 
of  God,  and  one  of  thofe  fecrets  of  providence  which  we 
cannot  know.  But  in  the  mean  time  how  dangerous 
fhould  we  think  it  to  make  any  approaches  towards  that 
condition,  that  may  be  the  filling  up  our  iniquities,  and 
making  us  ripe  for  his  vengeance  ?  The  fins  of  former 
times,  the  innocent  blood  in  particular,  that  was  fhed  on 
this  day,  and  for  which  we  humble  ourfelves  before  God 
at  this  time,  are  like  fo  many  judgments  hanging  over 
our  heads,  and  to  thofe  fhould  we  add  frefh  provocations, 
who  can  tell  in  what  fuch  a  condudl  may  end  ? 

But  it  is  befides  to  be  remember'd,  that  God  has  fa- 
vour'd  us  with  great  mercies,  which  mufl  be  plac'd  to 
our  account,  fince  the  time  that  he  afBided  us.  And  they 
are  fuch  as  have  deferv'd  more  than  ordinary  returns  of 
gratitude  and  obedience.     One  of  them  was  refloring  to 
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us  our  ancient  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate,  after 
the  feveral  years  of  confuiion  that  had  palTed  over  our 
heads,  when  he  was  pleas'd  to  bend  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple as  the  heart  of  one  man,  and  induc'd  them  to  bring 
back  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  a  fon  of  that  prince 
who  was  murder'd  as  on  this  day.  Nor  is  that  other  de- 
liverance ever  to  be  forgotten,  which  God  vouchfaf'd  us 
fome  years  after,  when,  by  the  means  of  our  great  deli- 
verer K.  IVilliam,  he  refcued  us  from  two  evils,  that  a  free 
and  proteftant  people  can  never  too  much  guard  againft, 
popery  and  arbitrary  power.  The  bleflings  of  both  deli- 
verances may  well  be  mention'd  together,  lince  by  each 
of  them  we  found  ourfelves  reflor'd  to  our  ancient  go- 
vernment, our  civil  and  religious  rights,  and  to  all  the 
benefits  of  our  happy  conlHtution,  upon  which  we  can- 
not fet  too  great  a  value.  And  when  we  confider,  what 
God  has  done  for  us,  in  order  to  perpetuate  thefe  blef- 
fings  to  us,  in  eftablifhing  the  proteflant  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  of  thefe  realms,  we  can  look  on  this  no  otherwife 
than  as  an  eminent  ftanding  pledge  of  his  kindnefs  for 
thefe  kingdoms.  Thefe  are  very  uncommon  marks  of 
thegoodnefs  of  God  towards  us.  And  what  are  the  returns 
we  have  made  him  ?  Does  our  gratitude  to  him  appear  in 
that  general  concern  for  the  honour  of  God,  that  fober 
and  ferious  fenfe  of  rehgion,  that  might  be  expected  ?  Is 
there  all  that  piety  and  devotion,  and  all  that  virtue,  righ- 
reoufnefs,  and  charity,  that  fhould  be  in  a  people  whom 
God  has  fo  highly  favour'd  ?  Or  rather  have  we  not  rea- 
fon  to  be  alarm'd  with  the  open  prophanefs,  and  infide- 
lity, and  the  great  and  vifible  want  of  religion  in  thefe 
times  ? 

One  thing  there  is  that  ever  will  have  a  peculiar  ten- 
dency to  defeat  all  the  prayers  that  are  made,  and  all  the 
endeavours  that  are  us'd,  for  publick  peace  and  quiet, 
and  the  happinefs  which  depends  upon  it,  and  that  is, 
I  want 
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v/ant   of  due  harmony   and   agreement    amongft    our- 
felves. 

Since  the  time  that  we  of  this  country  fhook  off  the 
intolerable  yoke  of  the  church  of  Rome,  they  have  ever 
look'd  with  an  envious  eye  upon  a  nation,  whom  they  con- 
fidcr'd  as  the  head  of  the  proteftant  intereft,  and  have 
ever  been  forming  defigns,  how  they  might  enilave  us  a- 
gain.  This  point  they  have  conftantly  had  in  view,  and 
from  nothing  have  they  been  more  apt  to  flatter  themselves 
with  hopes  of  fuccefs,  than  from  the  quarrels  and  animo- 
fiiies,  that  have  at  any  time  prevail'd  amongft  us.  It  help'd 
no  doubt  not  a  little  to  inflame  matters  in  thofe  times  of  un- 
eafinefs,  that  there  v/ere  thofe  who  did  not  fcruple  to  repre- 
fentthe  king  as  a  papift,  and  the  religion  of  our  church  as 
popery,  in  which  they  were  certainly  very  unjufl  to  both  ; 
but  in  the  mean  time  they  did  what  the  common  enemy- 
was  not  forry  to  find  done.  It  is  but  too  common  a  thing  in 
all  difputes  whatfoever,  when  parties  run  high,  for  thofe  of 
both  fides  to  entertain  wrong  notions  of  one  another. 
Thus  in  the  late  times  many  of  one  fide  look'd  on  all 
who  pafs'd  for  Ar?mniajis^  as  perfons  who  intended  to  in- 
troduce popery,  and  many  of  the  other  believ'd  all  in  any 
of  the  Cahiitiji  notions  to  be  enemies  to  the  government 
and  difcipline  of  the  church  ;  neither  of  which  ways  of 
thinking  was  true  :  and  the  confequence  of  thefe  miflakes 
was,  that  they  did  but  fharpen  one  party  fo  much  the 
more  again  fl  the  other. 

But  for  a  compleat  view  of  the  mifchievous  effe6ls  of 
heats  and  animofities,  of  all  kinds  whatfoever,  when  car- 
ried to  a  great  height,  we  need  only  lock  back  to  thofe 
times. 

As  to  the  tragedy  of  this  day,  it  is  well  known  to  what 
fort  of  writers  the  ad:ors  of  it  were  beholden  for  the  prin- 
ciples they  went  upon,  when  they  imbru'd  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  their  fovereign. 

This 
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This  they  did,  as  the  noble  hiftorian  tells  us,  at  a  time 
when  "  he  had  as  great  a  (hare  in  the  hearts  and  affedi- 
*'  ons  of  his  fubjedts,  was  as  much  belov'd  and  efteem'd, 
"  and  long'd  for  by  the  people  in  general  of  the  three  na- 
"  tions,  as  any  of  his  predecefTors  h-ad  ever  been."  And 
it  is  but  doing  him  juflice  to  fay,  that  if  fuch  perfonal 
qualities,  as  devotion  and  piety,  and  temperance  and  cha- 
liity,  and  knowledge,  could  render  either  a  prince  or  a 
private  perfon  amiable,  K.  Charles  the  jirfi  had  all  thefe 
in  fo  great  a  degree,  that  he  could  not  fail  of  being  high- 
f  ly  valued  and  efteem'd  for  them.  His  affeaion  for  the 
national  church  was  too  great  for  the  enemies  of  our  con- 
ftitution  ever  to  forgive,  and,  for  that  reafon,  fliould  be 
thought  too  great  ever  to  be  forgotten  by  its  friends. 

And  it  is  no  more  than  being  juft  to  the  nation  as  well 
as  to  the  king  to  obferve,  that  in  order  to  open  the  way 
to  his  deftrudiion,  his  enemies  found  it  firfl:  necefTary  to 
overturn,  as  it  were,  the  very  being  of  parliaments,  by 
abfolutely  hindring  one  of  the  houfes,  which  had  unani- 
moufly  refus'd  to  join  with  them,  from  meeting,  and  by 
ufmg  violence  that  none  might  fit  in  the  other,  but  fuch 
as  they  knew  would  favour  their  defigns.  Thofe,  who 
were  truly  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  had  voted 
the  king's  anfwer,  at  the  laft  treaty,  to  be  a  good  ground 
for  peace;  and  they  who  voted  afterwards  the  contrary, 
and  by  that  means  were  the  authors  of  the  violence  of 
this  day,  being  fo  fmall  a  part  of  the  houfe  as  they  w^ere, 
could  not  be  faid,  upon  the  exclufion  of  others,  to  be  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

The  horrid  fad:  itfelf  was  a  great  wound  to  religion,  not 
only  as  it  was  done  by  thofe  who  call'd  themfelves  chri- 
ftians,  but  as  it  was  pretended  to  be  done  out  of  a  zeal 
for  religion.  Whatever  they  might  perfuade  others,  (as 
it  was  necefTary  fo  black  a  crime  rtiould  have  fome  plaufi- 
ble  colour  put  upon  it)  could  they  ever  perfuade  them- 
felves. 
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felves,  that  what  they  did  was  agreeable  to  the  gofpel  ? 
Could  the  mild  and  ger-tle  fpirit  of  the  religion  of  Chrift, 
which  (as  I  have  fhow'd  in  this  difcoiirfe)  has  a  quite  con- 
trary tendency,  ever  lead  men  to  fedition  or  rebellion,  or 
put  them  on  fo  unnatural  a  niurdcr  as  was  that  of  this  day  ? 

For  this  fo  great  crime  are  we  endeavourins;  by  our  prc- 
fent  humiliation  to  avert  the  wrath  of  God.  By  the  fcrip- 
ture  we  fee,  how  very  ofFenfive  the  fin  of  murder  is  to 
God.  If  a  common  perfon  was  flain  in  the  land,  and 
the  author  of  the  fad  was  not  known,  the  people  of  the 
city  near  whom  it  was  done,  were,  according  to  the  law 
given  to  the  ^eiis^  to  make  a  publick  expiation  for  it. 
But  the  execrable  fad  of  this  day  was  attended  with 
many  aggravations.  One  of  the  moft  unjuftitiable 
ads  of  violence  that  ever  was  committed  was  done  in  an 
open  and  folemn  manner,  under  a  pretence  of  authority 
andjuftice,  and  the  murder  was  no  lefs  than  that  of  a 
prince  by  the  hands  of  his  own  fubjcds.  We  of  the 
prefent  age  are  members  of  the  fame  community,  and 
tho'  we  could  not  be  perfonally  concern'd  in  the  fin,  vet, 
as  our  land  has  been  defil'd  with  blood,  it  is  both  our  du- 
ty and  intereft  to  do  all  we  can  to  expiate  ir. 

And,  to  do  this  more  eftedually,  we  cannot  be  too 
careful  to  cheriili  in  our  minds  that  love  of  peace,  that 
defire  of  the  publick  good,  which  the  exhortation  in  the 
text  luppofes.  The  want  of  a  dutiful  regard  to  govern- 
ment in  one  age  cannot  in  a  more  proper  way  be  declar'd 
againfi:  in  another,  than  by  a  carriage,  v/hich  is  the  re- 
verfe  of  that  of  former  times.  Korean  a  deteftation  of 
the  feditious  principles  and  turbulent  pradices,  which 
then  prevail'd,  be  exprefs'd  at  this  day  in  a  better  manner, 
than  in  a  fteddy  and  affedionate  zeal  for  the  gracious 
Prince,  who  now  reigns  over  us. 

It  is  under  the  happy  influences  of  his  good  and  jufi:  go- 
vernment, that  w^e  find  ourfelves  in  full  pofieffion  of  our 

liberties, 
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liberties,  that  every  one  is  proteded  in  his  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, and  that,  without  any  complainifig  in  our  ftreets,  . 
we  all  of  us  enjoy  the  invaluable  benefit  of  our  laws.     A 
wife  and  difcerning  people  will  ever  be  fenfible  of  thefe 
bleilings,  and  fet  that  high  value  on  them  which  they  de-  . 
ferve.     And  of  courfe  they  (hould  be  careful  to  avoid  all 
manner  of  fteps,  that  may  have  any  kind  of  tendency  to 
publick  difturbances,  and  lliould  ever  look  upon  unani- 
mity amongft  themfelves,  as  one  of  the  main  things,  on 
which  depends  their  flrength  and  fecurity. 

Now  may  God,  who  alone  can  turn  the  hearts  of  men 
as  he  pleafes,  give  us  this  temper,  which  is  fo  neceffary 
for  our  happinefsj  and  as  by  his  goodnefs  to  us,  we  have 
enjoy'd  of  late  quiet  and  repofe,  whilft  fo  great  a  part 
of  Europe  felt  the  terrible  effeds  of  war  and  bloodfhed,  fo 
through  the  fame  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us,  may 
we  every  day  become  a  people  flill  more  throughly  uni- 
ted amongft  ourfelves.  May  his  Majefty's  unwearied 
endeavours  for  the  good  of  thefe  realms,  be  ever  crown'd 
with  fuccefs,  and  may  he  always  find  thofe  returns  from 
us,  that  are  due  to  a  vigilant,  and  kind,  and  gracious 
Prince  from  an  obedient  and  affedionate  people. 


FINIS. 
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